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FOREWORD

Andrew Horrocks | Andrew Horrocks Law Limited
Maurice Phelan | Mason Hayes & Curran

Four years have now passed since the publication of the first edition of this book. Despite the generally improving
economic outlook, the significant increase in commercial litigation remains evident, partly still caused by the
previous financial crisis.

The growth of cross-border commerce means that jurisdictional principles have become more important as litigants
are increasingly likely to find themselves involved in disputes in jurisdictions unfamiliar to them. They and their usual
lawyers may have limited, if any, understanding of how the local legal system works. Sophisticated litigants are also
increasingly aware of the benefits of bringing a claim in a jurisdiction more favourable to their cause of action, even
if that means litigating in unfamiliar territories. It is therefore now more important than ever for parties and their
advisors atiie to be able to obtain an overview of the way litigation is conducted around the world.

Sincelthg publication of the first edition, there have been a number of other noticeable trends. One is the increasing
levetof case management in commercial litigation undertaken by the courts in our own jurisdictions to attempt
ta/avoid delay and reduce costs. The imposition of stricter time limits requires parties and in turn their lawyers to
ensure resources are better managed.

The need to find cost-effective routes to the resolution of commercial disputes also remains a key trend. The market
for mediation and other alternative dispute resolution services continues to expand, and arbitration remains popular
for disputes arising out of cross-border commerce and investment. Insurance products relating to the costs of
litigation have been available for some time in our jurisdictions, and here and elsewhere there is also a third party
funding market.

The contributors to this second edition are all leading lawyers in their jurisdictions and are ideally placed to
provide practical, straightforward commentary on the inner workings of their respective legal systems. Their kind
contributions are greatly appreciated by us. We have been particularly pleased as general editors to have been able
to gather such a breadth of contributors for this new book, from just about every major jurisdiction in the world. We
express our thanks to all those at Sweet & Maxwell who have worked tirelessly to bring together the chapters and
have assisted hugely in the editorial process.

As with the previous edition, a work of this nature will not allow for in-depth analysis or provide solutions for every
problem encountered by litigants. The book is intended rather to provide a first port of call so that readers can start
to appreciate the approach of the courts in each jurisdiction to commercial litigation and better understand both the
procedure they adopt and how the dispute will be resolved in practice.

We hope this book will assist all who come to use it, and will be happy to receive suggestions for future editions.

Andrew Horrocks and Maurice Phelan, London and Dublin, September 2015
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