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substantial new material from scholars and serving High Court judges regarding Indigenous peoples
and their relationship to the state, constitutional interpretation and federalism. The commentary on
Ch III has incorporated the substantial High Court output in this area over the past four years and the
material on human rights, federalism, the Territories, economic freedoms and the implied freedom of
political communication has been reorganised to maximise coherence and reflect current emphases.
With a referendum on constitutional recognition of Indigenous peoples planned for the first term
of the Abbott government, the final chapter on constitutional change has been thoroughly revised.

The addition of new material has required the making of hard choices about where to cut back
and consolidate. This has often involved pruning older cases in favour of new approaches, but in some
areas more substantial cuts have been made. In particular, this edition does not have a chapter on the
industrial relations power in s 51(xxxv) of the Constitution. After more than a century of sustained
constitutional development, the power is now otiose due to the ascendancy of the corporations power
in s 51(xx), which has been applied by the Commonwealth to enact laws such as the Fair Work Act
2009 (Cth). The current state of the law on the industrial relations power remains as it was set out in
the fifth edition of this book.

In writing this edition, we have again benefited greatly from the suggestions and insights of
many people. In particular, we would like to thank those who reviewed the last edition, as well as
others who sent us ideas for change or supplied us with helpful information. They include Gabrielle
Appleby, Shelley Bielefeld, Tony Blackshield, AJ Brown, Dylan Lino, John Pyke, Kim Rubenstein,
Greg Taylor, Steven Tudor and Anne Twomey.

We also thank Rafe Andrews and Lyndon Goddard for their superb research assistance, supported
by the UNSW Law School. Their intelligence, industry and organisational skills were of indispensable
benefit to the production of this edition. As with the last five editions, we owe an enormous debt of
gratitude to the team at The Federation Press for their support of and dedication to this project, with
particular thanks to Kathy Fitzhenry for her assiduous editing of a very large manuscript.

For their enormous and positive support and for their forbearance, George Williams thanks
Emma Armson, Edward and Ellie, Sean Brennan thanks Kate Temby, Lara, Darcy, Margaret Brennan
and Peter Brennan and Andrew Lynch thanks Louise Halpin and Eamon. We acknowledge the support
of our colleagues and friends in the Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law and particularly Professor
Rosalind Dixon, whose willingness to serve as Interim Director of the Centre made it possible fof
both of the new authors to dedicate the time necessary to complete the book.

As between the three of us, this book has been a fully collaborative effort, and we talke\joint
responsibility for all chapters.

Geownge Williams
Sean Brennan
Andrew Lynch

11 November 2013
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