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Preface

The aim of this text is to provide a straightforward introduction to the Hong Kong Basic
Law that can be easily understood by those with no prior knowledge of the subject. As
a former journalist I have sought to place much emphasis on readability, with the use
of acronyms kept to a minimum and much of the additional detail conveyed through
comprehensive footnotes in order to provide for a less cluttered text.

As an <nizoductory text, this book does not seek to cover every last detail about the
Hongiong Basic Law. However, based on more than ten years’ experience of teaching
thissubject, I believe it covers all the major areas necessary for a broad understanding of
the pature of this important document and the major ways in which it impacts on life in
Hong Kong today. For those wishing to use this book as an introduction to more detailed
research, extensive reference is made to the many more advanced texts on particular
areas.

Although written for an audience wider than students, the structure of the book
closely follows the syllabus for many popular courses in both Hong Kong Basic Law and
Hong Kong Constitutional Law and should prove particularly useful for those studying
these subjects. Among others, these include students studying Hong Kong Constitutional
Law for both the PCLL Conversion Examination and the CPE (Graduate Diploma in
English and Hong Kong Law), as well as students studying Hong Kong Basic Law on the
Diploma in Legal Studies and the Associate of Arts in Legal Studies.

History is, of course, constantly evolving. Important developments can be expected in
coming years, especially as Hong Kong moves towards the promised introduction of uni-
versal suffrage for the election of first the Chief Executive and then all members of the
Legislative Council. I have sought to provide some pointers as to how such events may
unfold, based on the current thinking on these issues. But if there is one thing that the
experience of the past 15 years has taught us, it is that events in Hong Kong sometimes
take a turn which no one could have predicted.

A word on the numerous references to specific provisions in the Hong Kong Basic
Law: In order to make it easier for readers to understand exactly which part of these
often lengthy provisions is being described, I have followed the common practice of
referring to specific paragraph numbers. So, for example, Article 158(3) denotes the third
paragraph of Article 158. Where, as is occasionally the case, the Hong Kong Basic Law
uses sub-section numbers, these follow the relevant paragraph number. So, for example,
Article 24(2)(3) — which was the subject of one of the most important controversies over



