N
&\(b
x9

FAM &§%* Iy

ONH

D
(9
l;’&\
N
o
¢
Q

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS



OXTORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Great Clarendon Street, Oxford, 0x2 6D,
United Kingdom

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford.
It furthers the University’s objective of excellence in research, scholarship,
and education by publishing worldwide. Oxford is a registered trade mark of
Oxford University Press in the UK and in certain other countries

© Jonathan Herring 2014
The moral rights of the author have been asserted
First Edition published in 2014
Impression: 1

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may.be reproduced. ttored in
aretrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means,. vitl out the
prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press, or as exp.es¢ly permitted
by law, by licence or under terms agreed with the.appropriate reprographics
rights organization. Enquiries concerning reproduttion cuv=ie the scope of the
above should be sent to the Rights Department, Ox{ara ! ‘niversity Press, at the
address above

You must not circulate this work.1a aay other form
and you must impose this sam¢ ca. dition on any acquirer

Published in the United States of Aliii=vica by Oxford University Press
198 Madison Avenue, New Yoik, 177 10016, United States of America

British Library-€a‘alog ting in Publication Data
Data available
Library of Geungress Control Number: 2013956955
15BN 978-0-19-966852-6

Printed in Great Britain by
Achiord Colour Press Ltd, Gosport, Hampshire



Introduction

Family life is changing at an extraordinaxy speed and family law
is struggling to keep pace with what is happening. The standard
building blocks of family law—marriagé, parenthoed, and
childhood—are changing beyond«€Cognitiv:. We can no longer
assume that marriage involves omé'ma: 2nd one woman; that
every child has one mother and one#-ther; or that children need
protection until they enter aduit’ic+,& at age 18.

Family law is a fascinatifigaea of study. It seeks to impose order
on the chaos of people’ 1ntimate lives. While people will seek the
advice of a lawyer beiorc buying a house or executing a will, they,
very sensibly, do not before having sex or moving in with a
partner. The law s all too often left with a situation where there is
no obvicns!'y,Surrect answer which will leave everyone happy.
Seekin tire result which causes the least unhappiness is the more
realistic.solution.

This book does not seek to explain the law in any particular
country in detail. Rather it explains the kinds of issues which
family law must address and discusses the factors which influence
its development. Examples are most commonly used from the US
and UK, but the broader issues apply to any jurisdiction.
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